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DIRECTORIES – TELEPHONE BOOKS & BUSINESS DIRECTORIES 
Collection Description 

 
This collection of various directories (including telephone directories, “Address Calendars,” business directories and 
other similar listings) began in the late 1980s during my first visit to Poland. I was in Krakow in the market square and 
was really interested in the many tables of items available at the “bazaar.”  At some point, I saw a very old book 
about 7-8” thick and asked Mariola (my translator) what it was.  It turned out to be a 1930 Polish Business directory 
that not only included towns in present-day Poland, but also towns within the current borders of Lithuania, Belarus 
and Ukraine (more than 2,500 pages).   
 
When I saw all the name listings, occupations, addresses, I was very excited; which became somewhat subdued when 
I learned what the price was.  I gulped and paid the money; and then was told “you won’t be allowed to take it out of 
the country because it is more than 50 years old and it is protected by some government regulation.”  So, when I 
returned to Warsaw, I tracked down the Department of Culture (or some name like that) and eventually got 
permission to take the book home with me. 
 
By then I was “hooked” and have continued to collect similar directories and then I branched out to local telephone 
directories from towns in Eastern Europe.  Some of the directories in my collection are listings for “enterprises, 
institutions and organization” while other are “lists of people and property; some list government officials and 
schools. Click here for more info about this collection. 
 
The “surname search method” for these books is by OCR (optical character recognition) because the 
sheer number of name entries per book make it too time-consuming for a manual indexing of the 
names (one directory has more than 500,000 names in it).  
 
With reference to my specific collection of these directories, the books are in both Latin letters (for 
towns/cities in the geographic areas of Poland, Galicia, Western Ukraine) and in Cyrillic letters (for 
towns/cities in the former Russian Empire (Belarus, Moldova, Ukraine, Lithuania).   
 
To see a list of the 25 directories I have described above (Click here for List).  From the foregoing list, 12 of the 
directories are currently searchable on this website via OCR (plus 75 Ukraine telephone directories).  As we add 
more directories to the website, we will add them to the below list: 
 

Business/Address Directories & Telephone Directories Currently on this Website 
 

1. Address Book: Town of Lwow (Lvov), 1897 / 17,025 names 
2. Address Book: Town of Lemberg (now Lviv), 1916 / 24,060 names 
3. Telephone directory for districts of: Bydgosz, Gdansk, Krakow, Katowice, Lublin, Lwow, Poznan, Wilna and 

Warszaw, 1934 / 88,560 names 
4. Address Book for Poltava and Poltava Guberniya, 1914 / 9,614 names 
5. Address Calendar, Podolia Guberniya, 1909 / 6,840 names 
6. Telephone Directory for Boryslaw, Drohobycz & Lwow (& nearby towns), 1930 / 15,875 names 
7. Telephone Directory for Lvov, Boryslaw, Drohobycz (& nearby towns), 1938 / 13,500 names  
8. Address Calendar for Kiev Guberniya, 1914 / 1,960 names 
9. Volhynia Address Book, 1895 / 5,540 names 
10. Volhynia Address Book, 1915 / 3,600 names 
11. Galicia Address Book, 1891 / 11,875 names 
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12. "All Russia" Business Directory, 1902 / 140,400 names 
13. Vsia Rossiia — "All Russia" Business Directory, 1903, entries from Mogilev Guberniya 
14. Vsia Rossiia — "All Russia" Business Directory, 1911, entries from Mogilev Guberniya 
15. Telephone-Business Directory for Lwow, Stanislawow-Tarnopol, 1935-1936 
16. Bialystok, Poland – Telephone Directory, 1929 
17. Lublin, Poland – Telephone Directory, 1938  (also includes towns throughout Poland & Western Ukraine) 

 
TELEPHONE DIRECTORIES 

 
In the 1980s I was writing a syndicated column on the subject of Jewish genealogy and Holocaust research that 
ultimately appeared in more than 100 Jewish newspapers worldwide.  One of my columns entitled "Researching 
Russian Roots with 'Ma Bell' in Moscow" – dealt with the results of me tracing my family via Russian telephone books 
at the Library of Congress in Washington, D.C.  Click here to see the column.  This was 33 years ago! 
 

* * * * 
Today, I have a collection of 75 telephone directories from small towns to the largest cities in Ukraine which I have 
donated to the Library of Congress.  These books are searchable at this website, www.rtrfoundation.org and also at 
Logan Kleinwaks’ website at www.genealogyindexer.org.   
 
For more information about the telephone books, click here. 
Logan is THE specialist/expert in these various directories and I suggest you spend some time at his website.  He has 
become a colleague and a friend and I cannot thank him enough for his input, assistance and sharing. At Logan’s 
website, you can search more than 2,000,000 pages from historical directories, Yizkor books, military lists, 
community & personal histories and school sources. 
 
This collection began during my first trip to Ukraine in 1990. Since then, there have been several trips per year up to 
and including 2014.  During these trips, I visited hundreds of towns – large and small – and generally met with the 
Mayor of the town (except in large cities such as Kiev, Odessa, Lvov and a few other Oblast capitals).  I always had 
gifts with me (generally office supplies or gifts suitable for a child or grandchild) and the mayors often wanted to give 
me something in return, but had little to offer.  From the very beginning, I suggested that their local telephone book 
would be a wonderful souvenir for me and so the telephone book collection began. 
 
Often, this was their only telephone book, given to me directly from the Mayor’s desk. These books dated primarily 
from the 1970s and forward.  The value to me as a genealogist was that if I planned a visit to my ancestral town, 
before I arrived I could determine if anyone with my surname was living in that town in the 1970s.  If the answer was 
yes, then this was a possible relative – a possible Holocaust survivor.  When I got to the town, I could ask about that 
family and even if the person had since died or immigrated, it was recent enough that I could ask where they were 
buried, where they immigrated to or if there were any remaining relatives. I remember visiting one town and asking 
about a family from a telephone book and having the Mayor tell me, “we have two families with that name” and he 
immediately telephoned them, within minutes they came to his office and one family was connected to the family I 
was searching.                   
 
The euphoria of a discovery like this is unmatched. 
 

                         
 

Welcome to Uman, Ukraine 
 

About 199 miles due south from Kiev, is the 
town of Uman, on the highway to Odessa. 

Below are telephone book samples from the 
town of Uman 

https://www.rtrfoundation.org/newwebsite/webart/sel-02.pdf
http://www.rtrfoundation.org/
http://www.genealogyindexer.org/
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These telephone books are searchable via an OCR search by clicking here. 
See next page for sample telephone entries. 
 
 
 

 
 

View of portion of Jewish Cemetery in Uman, 1998 
Photo Credit:  Miriam Weiner 

 
 

 
 

Local view of Uman, c. 1903 
Source:  Miriam Weiner Archival Collection 
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Below are two images from the Uman telephone book: 

Title Page 
pp. 192-193. 

  
p. 192, we can see the following Jewish names: Rozenberg (7 entries); 
p. 193: Rozenfeld, Roitman (2 entries); and others. 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 


